
The day was bright and sunny. Carlos and Maria jumped out of bed 

and dressed in a hurry. They didn’t want to be late for school  today. It 

was a special day because their classes were going to the zoo. When 

they got to school, all of the children were waiting outside to get on 

the bus. When everyone was there, the second and third graders got 

on the bus and rode to the zoo. On the bus, the children talked about 

the zoo animals that they liked the best. Joe and Carlos wanted to see 

the lion, king of the beasts. Maria and Angela wanted to see the 

chimps. Maria thought they acted a lot like people.

When they got to the zoo, their teachers divided the children into 

four groups. One teacher, Mr. Lopez, told them if anyone got lost to 

go to the ice cream stand. Everyone would meet there at noon. Maria 

went with the group to the monkey house, where she spent a long 

time watching the chimps groom each other. She wrote down all the 

ways that the chimps acted like people. Her notes would help her 

write a good report of what she liked best at the zoo.

Carlos went with the group to the lion house. He watched the cats 

pace in front of the glass. Carlos was watching a lion so carefully that 

he didn’t see his group leave. Finally, he noticed that it was very quiet 

in the lion house. He turned around and didn’t see anyone. At first he 

was worried. Then he remembered what Mr. Lopez had said. He 

traced his way back to the entrance and found a map. He followed the 

map to the ice cream stand, just as everyone was meeting there for 

lunch. Joe smiled and said, “We thought that the lion had you for 

lunch!”
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